
Intro to Journalism



Day 1



Print Newspaper
-Bi Monthly

- One Article and One 
Infographic per person

Online Newspaper
-Is updated after the print paper 

is sent in

Our Main Areas of Journalism

Newscast
-Weekly on Mondays

-Film on Thursdays or Fridays
-Everyone must anchor, 

contribute a segment or edit 
them every month

Social Media
-3 posts per month

-Twitter, Facebook and Instagram
-We use buffer as a post planner

-Access to social media not 
necessary



2nd time you pick up a color tell us a fun fact about yourself

Ideas: 
Favorite color
Pets you have
Something you will never get sick of
Something you’ve learned recently
Someone or something you’re grateful for
Somewhere you love to go

Introductions to the staff
Red: Something about your childhood
Orange: Something you do well
Yellow: Something you would like to be one day
Green: Some things you like to do in your spare time
Blue: Something you can’t live without
Brown: Something about yourself or your family



Day 2



● Should be specific
● Eye Catching and intriguing
● Easy to understand

What makes a good headline?



Someone Gave Some Kids Some 
Scissors. Here’s What Happened 
Next.

Yes

No

Women witnesses robbery

T’was The Story Behind St. Nick

Progress Isn't NaturalYes

No

Example headlines



What is a deck?
● Further explains the headline

● Doesn’t have to be a full sentence



Humans invented it—and not that 
long ago.

Progress Isn't Natural

Debating Debate
Is Speech and Debate going to be 

cancelled?



Day 3



What makes a good 
cutline?
(first sentence explains who/what is in the picture and 
what is happening, if a person is pictured Bold Their 
Name. Second sentence is how it is connected to the 
article.)

A great cutline: Featured is a Valentine’s day set up 
for someone celebrating single. Other singles 
recommend the hit reality tv show love is blind and 
chocolate to bring some cheer to the holiday.

An okay cutline: A great way to treat yourself on 
Valentine’s Day is to buy some chocolate and watch 
a reality TV show. 

A bad cutline: Chocolate and reality tv are for 
valentines day.



What makes a good picture?

Relates to the article Shows emotion and 
humanity / candids Creative or framed









Quotes: the good and the bad
1. Pick someone who knows about the topic, not necessarily someone easy

a. Ex. if you are talking about homecoming talk to the student body president not 

a rando student

b. Ex 2. If you are talking about a game, ask a key player or a coach

2. First call or go talk to them and ask if they would be willing. Then ask for an email you 

can send questions to. If they don’t respond in a couple of days check back in. 

a. Don’t be annoying but don’t let them forget.

i. This does not apply come senior paper. Then you may be annoying.



Norse Code editor-in-chief, 

Liz Hyde, says about the 

staff,  “I’m really excited 

about this group and the 

energy they are bringing to 

this year. As we continue to 

be Bigfork High School’s 

news source we are also 

building friendships and 

teaching skills they can 

always use.”

Norse Code editor-in-chief, 

Liz Hyde, says about the 

staff, “They are cool and 

hard working.”

A good quote A bad quote



Leads
The most important part of the article



● An article looks like an ice cream cone with the most important things on top

● Who, what, when, where, why. The how comes later.

● Leads are usually the first paragraph. 

● Reminder: journalistic paragraphs are only a few sentences long. So you have 2 - 3 

sentences to sum of the 5 Ws.

Example  lead: 

Amidst the troubles of 2020, Bigfork High School Senior, Gabe Grende, adventured 

down to the city of Butte to help on the set of director Michael Polish’s new series 

Bring on the Dancing Horses.





Example Story: Ignite
Headline: Sparking change

Deck: Ignite Nation mentors help freshmen to adapt

Picture: Evelyn (mentor) with Mentee Paige

Cutline: Sophomore Evelyn Vigil guides Freshman Paige Nadeau 

through the first week of high school. They exemplify the change 

being made for Bigfork High School freshmen with the help of 

Ingite Nation’s training. 

Lead: Ignite Nation is changing Bigfork High School for 

generations to come. Introduced in the 2021 school year, the 

program trains upperclassmen to help the incoming class of 

ninth graders navigate their high school experience.


